
Introducing
THE ART GALLERY AT NATUR-TYME

We are absolutely delighted to welcome local artists and their magnificent work into Natur-Tyme. Our 
Community Corner (next to the Customer Service Desk) has been transformed into an art gallery, featuring the 
works of Central New York artists. The artwork, rotating every three months, will be on display and available for 
purchase.

FEATURING MARIA RIZZO (Artist-in-Residence)
As Artist-in-Residence, Maria Rizzo’s artwork 
will be displayed year-round and she will have 
original paintings as well as prints always 
available for purchase. She will choose additional 

artists to feature for every three-month cycle. 
For the July-September cycle, Maria has chosen 
to feature the paintings of Karen Tashkovski and 
the sculptures of Tom Huff.

Who is Maria Rizzo?
Born in Bologna, Italy in 1987, Maria’s 
family immigrated to Central New York in 
2007. Her paintings have been exhibited in 
solo and group exhibitions in galleries and 
museums throughout the Northeast and 
abroad, including the ArtRage Studio in 
Syracuse, the RSI Bank’s Third Annual Artists 
Contest in Rahway, NJ, and the Museo d’ Arte 
Contemporanea di Lissone in Italy.  Rizzo 

is also the recipient of several awards and 
honors; in addition to the 2014 Individual 
Artist Commission from CNY Arts, she is the 
recipient of an Honorable Mention from the 
RSI Bank’s Third Annual Artists Contest in 
Rahway, she is the former Artist-in-Residence 
and Curator at The Tech Garden in Syracuse, 
and she is a 2012 New York Foundation for the 
Arts’ MARK Alumna. 

In Maria’s Own Words:
“Since I can remember, I always had the most 
difficult time expressing my thoughts and 
feelings into words, a barrier that led to a very 
frustrating and solitary childhood. During this 
time, my mother introduced me to drawing 
and painting, which turned out to be the best 
thing that ever happened to me.

Art helped me because the creative process 
allowed me to express my thoughts and 
feelings on paper. Art gave me confidence 
and since I was nine years old, I knew I had to 
become a professional fine artist for a living.

Some of my favorite memories from 
childhood are the ones where my mother 

used to take me for long walks at the park 
near our home in Carnate, Italy and our visits 
to art museums. Spending quality time with 
my mother, going for restorative walks in 
nature and visiting art museums awakened in 
me a feeling of deep connection and gratitude 
between my life and nature, and an aspiring 
desire to become an exceptional artist. “

Karen  has been working 
as a professional artist 
and art teacher for the 
last 23 years in Syracuse. 
She creates in oil and 
collage, paper collage, 
encaustic (a wax medium), 
and watercolors. She is 
a graduate of Syracuse 
University (BFA in Fashion 
Design & Studio Art, MS 
in Art Education), and is 
currently combining her 
interests in fashion and art 
as a blogger on her website 
karentash.com when not 

teaching 8th grade art at 
Chittenango Middle School. 
She has won grants for art 
projects, juried local art 
competitions, and exhibited 
her artwork in a number of 
local and regional art shows. 
She will be displaying her 
Echolalia series. According 
to Karen, “My paintings are 
a culmination of devices 
used to create a visual 
language, a secret treasure 
to which I hold the true 
key.  These paintings are 
an echo of previous work…
the paintings are very 
layered: canvas on canvas, 
oil paint mixed with collage 
items (including keys, 
game pieces, ribbon, and 
coins), and the addition 
of chalkboard paint with 
text. These layers parallel 
the layers of emotions, 
thoughts, and actions of 
character and beauty.”

Tom Huff is a stone sculptor 
working in a variety of stones, 
styles, and themes, traditional 
and contemporary; he also 
creates mixed media/found 
object sculptures. In much of 
his work, Huff addresses the 
current situation of Native 
Americans by mixing cultural, 
stereotypical, political, and 
autobiographical elements. 
Inspired by the artists at 
the Cattaraugus Seneca 
Nation, he began carving 
stone, wood, and antler at 

home, and later attended the 
Institute of American Indian 
Arts (AFA, 1979) in Santa Fe, 
NM, and the Rhode Island 
School of Design (BFA, 1984). 
Currently, he is an adjunct 
professor at the Onondaga 
Community College, teaching 
an annual summer stone 
carving/Iroquois art course 
with other native artists. He 
also maintains a website, 
stonedust.com, an online 
gallery of Iroquois artists 
and art news. Tom curates 
several shows. He is also 
a writer whose prose and 
poetry have been published. 
He presently maintains a 
carving studio where he lives 
on the Onondaga Nation 
near Syracuse with his wife, 
sculptor Trudi Shenandoah, 
his son Charlie, and daughter 
Kali.

THE TWO ADDITIONAL FEATURED ARTISTS FOR JULY-SEPTEMBER:

KAREN TASHKOVSKI TOM HUFF


